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What will we be covering tonight?

1. The Learning Landscape and the Role of the Librarian

2. Curating Content to Support Curriculum (10 minutes)

3. Content Curation 'in action' with Madison Dearnaley (15-20 minutes)

4. Digital Design Principles (10 minutes)

5. Tools for Content Curation and Digital Design (15 minutes)



So where do we begin?

The Australian School Library Association (ASLA) Futures Paper highlights:

• Future-focused learning

• Interest-driven participation

• multi-modal investigation and experimentation with information

Let's unpack that...



The Learning Landscape

The needs of our learners are increasingly diverse and therefore their learning 

experiences need to be increasingly personalised.

Digital literacy is integral to knowledge acquisition and critical consumption in the digital 

world where our students live their lives.

"Traditionally the role of the teacher librarian has been 
perceived as being a gatekeeper of resources and custodian 

of information artefacts. With new and emerging 
technologies, the dynamics of how information is accessed 

and utilised has changed."

ASLA - Future Learning and School Libraries



The *New* Role of the Librarian

• Provide a range of resources to facilitate students’ interaction and engagement

• Provide equitable access to a range of digital resources and technologies

• Use technologies for information creation, storage, retrieval, dissemination, organisation

and communication

• Explore creative and innovative ways to use technologies for teaching and learning

• Curate content to support the curriculum goals of your school



Curating Content 
to Support Curriculum



Curating Content to Support Curriculum

Support broad, open discovery

• Bring together resources 'they' may not discover on their own

• Tell a story by organising resources for sense-making and interpreting, giving information 

a context

• Model for learners what it looks like to organise content and manage our digital lives

• Encourage self-directed learning and exploration



Curating Content to Support Curriculum

Translate traditional information skills for the digital classroom

• Build a digital collection based on quality, diversity and relevance

• Filter and regulate the flow of information

• Organise resources for access and equity

• Collaborate with teachers to support student success

• Ensure digital content is developed and evolves with the needs of your community



Curating Content to Support Curriculum

Target your efforts for efficacy and efficiency

• Differentiate learning by academic level and the requirements of specific learner groups

• Invest your limited time wisely; spend time on the aspects that will have the biggest 

'payoff'

• Identify your key 'champions' within your community

• Align library goals with school goals



Curating Content to Support Curriculum

Scale your library program and reach your community at their 

point of need

• Build a 'brand' for your library and your role within the school

• 'Broadcast' your expertise as an information professional

• Style your content in a way that engages your students beyond the classroom

• Focus on transferable skills, relevant across year levels, curriculum areas and for lifelong 

learning



Introducing Madison Dearnaley:

Content Curation 
'in action'



Content Curation 
& Design



Digital Design Principles for Beginners

There are twelve principles of design, but tonight we will focus on those elements which are 

particularly relevant to content curation:

• Emphasis & Proportion

• Hierarchy

• Repetition

• Movement & Unity



Emphasis & 
Proportion

Emphasis makes certain parts of a design 

'stand-out' compared to the rest of the 

content.

Proportion is how elements relate to each 

other; i.e. larger = more important
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Proportion

Emphasis is created by Proportion



Hierarchy
Hierarchy refers to the importance of 

elements within a design.

Students need to easily see what content is 

important – this may be at the top of the 

page.

They may also need to find 'anchors' for their 

eye as they move through a page.





Repetition
Repetition reinforces an idea or 
perception. It can be used to create a sense 
of rhythm on the page.

You might:

• Use a consistent format for headers or 
headings

• Re-use the same colours (with the rule of 
3!)

• Keep the size of images or media 
consistent
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Movement & 
Unity

Movement is the way an eye travels over the 

design. You need to lead the eye from 

element to element.

Unity is how well the elements of a design 

work together. There should be a clear visual 

relationship between the information to 

communicate a clear message.





Bringing it all together...

In practice, these design principles work together to present a curated resource collection 
that is visually appealing and makes sense to the learner:

• Emphasis is achieved through proportion

• Repetition generally creates unity in a design

• Hierarchy ensures smooth movement within the design

Some designers follow these principles without even realizing they’re doing it. Other times, a 
designer can’t quite put their finger on why a design isn’t working, but when they consult 

these principles they can often find the solution.

Cameron Chapman – Breaking Down the Principles of Design



Tools to Support 
Content Curation 

& Design

Pexels | Unsplash | Flaticon | Canva | Coolors | Fontjoy
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